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Making an Opera, Episode 8 

Seven young singers are given the chance of a lifetime: singing a world premiere at the Dutch 
National Opera. Podcast maker Stef Visjager follows the singers and the artistic team behind the 
scenes for eighteen months. Visjager shows how every word, every note, every piece of clothing, 
and every prop is the subject of a battle. There are secret love affairs and intrigues. In other 
words: the making of an opera is often as dramatic as the opera itself. Especially when, right 
before opening night, it turns out that years of hard work may have been for nothing. 
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