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Last September BBC Radio 2 produced a spin off four-day Beatles Pop-Up DAB service marking
the 50th anniversary of the release of the iconic Abbey Road album, broadcast from Abbey Road
Studios, and celebrating the Fab Four as a group, as individual artists, and as songwriters, with a

mix of live shows, simulcasts (with the parent network), and classic content from the extensive
R2 & Apple Records archive.

This was a partnership between R2 and Apple/Universal Music, and because of the place the
band hold in the hearts of the public, it was an opportunity to invite talent from right across
BBC Radio (Scott Mills, Lauren Laverne, Zoe Ball, Nicky Campbell and Greg James), and the
music and entertainment industries (Dave Grohl, Gary Barlow, Grace Dent, Jack Savoretti, Paul
Merton, John Bishop, Katie Melua and Guy Garvey), to share their love of the band, and their

music catalogue.

By utilising these names, alongside radio brands like Desert Island Discs, Mastertapes & Sunday
Love Songs, we could not only target the band’s evergreen fans, but also a new younger 25-44
demographic. We also weaved complimentary simulcasts into the schedule, kicking off with the
UK’s most popular radio programme, the Ken Bruce Show, live from Abbey Road, and then a
special live concert from Studio 1, featuring presenter Guy Garvey (who also performed), the
BBC Concert Orchestra, Rick Astley, Mark King from Level 42, Ruby Turner and Cerys
Matthews, all interpreting classic Beatles songs in front of a small audience of competition
winners. The Pop-Up also commissioned a special chart from the Official Charts Company,
which documented the UK’s most downloaded and streamed Beatles’ songs. This format felt
like a fresh and different way to access the impact of the Fab Four for the 21st Century.
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