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Estonia - The Night I Did Not Die
Estonia - natten jag inte dog

Comments from the Jury Group:
“A touching testimony from an accident a lot of us have heard about. The suggestive sound design works very 
well.“
“A beautifully crafted personal story of loss and life.“ 
“An impressive testimony to how happiness and unhappiness can blur. A unique story that has never left me 
while listening to it.“
“This piece doesn’t get too driven on affects, but also it is not a cold summary of events either, instead looks at 
now. And it works.“ 
“Great universal theme told in a story with great suspense and very touching moments.“ 

She is standing on the side of a sinking ship, in the middle of the night. Soon, she and the woman whose hand she is 
holding, will follow the ship to the bottom of the sea. Suddenly, they are hit by a ten-metre wave – which washes them 
out into the sea.
Ulla did not die that night 25 years ago, when the passenger ferry, MS Estonia, was lost on the Baltic Sea with 
989 people on board. She did not die, but it would be some time before she was able to start living again. For a long 
time, being one of only fourteen surviving women felt more like a punishment than a gift. Guilt, grief and despair 
intermingled with a sense of the unreal. But there was also the conviction that there was a ‘light at the other side of that 
horror’.
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